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Preparing for the Army
By Brad Anderson (11)
In late October of this
year, I enlisted into the
United States Army. I
joined the Minnesota
National Guard because I
wanted to give myself a
big step into my adult
life. Another thing the
US Army gives is the GI
Bill which pays for
college.
I really wanted to do
something with my life
other than sit at home and
play Xbox for the rest of
my life. I have always
looked up to service
members, and I always
kind of knew I would join
the military.
On November 18-19th
I went to my first US
Army Recruitment Sustainment Program Drill.
The US Army uses RSP
to keep its soldiers
motivated on their careers
in the Army. They also
use it to get their recruits
in shape for basic
training.
On my first day, I
signed in and was told to
get into formation. Some
of the other recruits
helped me with it and told
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Ashby High School junior Bradley
Anderson has enlisted in the U.S.
Army and has begun preliminary
training. He will attend Basic
Training next summer.

me what to do. After
that we hoisted the
American Flag, and they
taught us how to
properly salute the flag.
Next I had to take an
Occupational Physical
Assessment Test which
tests you on your physiccal abilities. You have to
score really well to get
the job of your choice. I
picked 13B (13 Bravo)
which are Cannon Crewmembers, that shoot big
field artillery guns.
Following the test I
had eight different class-

es that talked about the
Army, which I did very
well in. We ended the
day playing laser tag
with M16 replicas, and
then we went to bed.
The next day I took
my PT test at around
0500. I had to do as
many push-ups and as
many sit ups as I could
do in a minute. Then I
had to run a mile in
under ten minutes.
After I passed that, I
was issued my uniform
and gear. We then
cleaned the Armory, and
I left for home.
I had a lot of fun and
I learned a lot of stuff
that will be beneficial for
my future. I did get
yelled at a lot, but I'm
happy that the US Army
has the RSP program so
when I go to Basic
Training at Fort Jackson
this summer I won’t be
running around like a
chicken with my head
cut off. Now I won’t be
so confused on what's
going on.
My next drill is in
January, and I’m very
excited.
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Members of the Ashby Junior High Knowledge Bowl team include left to right, back Maddison Burak,
Ben Ludwig, Sam Sorenson, Sam Heeter, Jacob Cook, Evan Paulson, coach Heidi Kent; middle Kaylee
Schlundt, Max Gronwold, Raelynn Ripley, Carter Spangler, Matson Hoff, Robert Nelson, Ryleigh
Brendmoen, Katherine Bailey; front Jayson Thormodson, Brodie Ecker, Ethan Johnsrud, Livy Johnson,
Liberty Johnson, Dierk Goeden, and Zach Fagre.

Jr. High Knowledge Bowl wraps up season
By Tarryn Hill (9)
Ashby took first and
third in the last junior
high Knowledge Bowl
meet held in Fergus Falls
November
13.
The
Ashby junior high teams

had a very successful
Knowledge Bowl season,
taking first and third at
every meet this year.
“The highlight of the
junior high Knowledge
Bowl season was mixing

up teams and still
achieving two of the top
three places at all of our
meets,” said Coach Heidi
Kent. “It shows me that
AHS teachers and students are awesome!”
Knowledge Bowl/2

By Brandon Anderson (11)
Ashby Public School held a Veterans’ Day
program November 10 in the auditorium to honor the
local men and women who are serving and have
served in the United States military. At the Veterans’
Day Program there were performances by the Senior
High Choir, 3rd grade, 4th grade, and Kindergarten
classes, as well as recitations of poems, “The Pledge
of Allegiance,” and the history of Taps. The Ashby
Legion Color Guard presented the flags at the
program, and member of both the Ashby Legion and
Ashby Women’s Auxiliary were present.
The Veterans’ Day Program is for acknowledging
the men and women that are serving or have served in
all branches of the military whether in peace time or in
the call of active duty. Veterans’ Day started in 1918
when Germany surrendered in WWI. Veterans’ Day is
also called Remembrance Day in the commonwealth
countries like Canada and the United Kingdom.

College English students see
Hamlet at Park Square Theatre
By Hope
Haarstad (12)
On November
15 the Naomi
Anderson’s
College English
class went to St.
Paul to see the
performance of
Hamlet at Park
Square Theatre.
The play was
twohours long
with a 20 minute
intermission half
way through.
They will be
studying
Hamlet next
semester in College English, so getting to see the play
beforehand was very exciting!
“The actors were very good, and the storyline was
entertaining,” said Ashby senior Abbi Evavold.
Classmate Michael Van Santen agreed. “The play
gave me good insight at what’s going to come next
semester,” he said. “And the way they portrayed it
opened my eyes on how much more the play means.”
Standards for English education in Minnesota
require students to view multiple interpretations of
plays and literature. When teachers have the
opportunity to take students to live productions such as
this, they are able to expand their curriculum in more
engaging ways that are exciting to the students.
“After watching the play, I am looking forward to
studying Hamlet and Shakespeare next semester,” said
senior Christian Koefod.
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Eighth graders visit Terry Redlin museum
By Molly Sorenson (9)
Twenty-six
eighth
graders and nine adults
from Ashby went to
Watertown, S.D., on
November 7 to tour the
Redlin Art Center and to
compete in a drawing
contest.
The contest is held
among the students who
are given one hour to
complete their drawings.
The finished pictures are
judged by three random
judges.
This
year’s
winners were Kathrine
Bailey in First Place,
Zach Fagre in second,
and third place went to
Max Gronwold.
“This was the twelfth
year going to Terry
Redlin
museum,”
explained Ashby art
teacher Camille Schultz,
“but the 15th trip overall
as the eighth grade class

used to be divided into
two sections.”
The
Redlin
Art
Center opened its doors
in 1997 stemming from
an idea of the artist as an
effort to give back to his
home state. “The idea of
the museum is to bring in
outside tourism money
for the state, to pay back
what South Dakota gave
me for tuition,” states
Terry Redlin on his
website. “They grubstaked me, so I’m just
paying them back now.”
The website (redlinart.com) goes on to state
that “In addition to
giving back to his
hometown, knowing that
his artwork and rural
conservation
efforts
could continue to inspire
generations to come
provided [Redlin] with a
deep satisfaction.”
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Above Ashby eighth graders competed in a drawing contest at the Terry Redlin Art Center. Below left
Ashby Art teacher Camille Schultz looks on as the students create their hand drawn masterpieces.
Below right Earning top honors in the
drawing contest were Katherine
Bailey, Zach Fagre, and Max
Gronwold.

Christmas Traditions
Brr! The weather sure
is getting chilli!
Make sure to keep warm & stay dry
during this cold weather!

Knowledge Bowl
Many of the students
stated
they
really
enjoyed being on the
Knowledge Bowl teams
and are going to miss it
now that the season is
over. “My favorite part
about being in Knowledge Bowl was easily
the competitiveness, and
of course winning was
fun as well,” said eighth
grader Kaylee Schlundt.
Congratulations
to
the junior high Knowledge Bowl teams on a
great season!
Senior High
The Senior High
Knowledge Bowl season
is right around the
corner. Any 9-12 grade
Ashby High School
students that wanted to
be in Knowledge Bowl
tried out by taking a 60

from pg 1

question test. There were
more than 20 students
that tried out with 17
making the team.
Coach Kent offers
some advice for the
Senior High Knowledge
Bowl teams. “Pay attention in class,” she said,
“and when you are bored
at home, decide to learn
some spunky facts like
the Greek Alphabet,
capitals of the world, the
top
100
scientific
discoveries, etc.”
Practices are being
held before and after
school on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and the first
meet will be held at
Concordia College on
December 19.
Good luck to all
Senior High Knowledge
Bowl teams!

By Michael Van Santen (12)
Christmas is an annual festival
commemorating the birth of Jesus
Christ, observed most commonly on
December 25th as a religious and
cultural celebration among billions of
people around the world. Christmas is
thought of months ahead of time
whether it be maxing out your credit
card on Black Friday or listening to
Christmas tunes while cleaning the
house in preparation for the big day.
To me Christmas means more. I like
to relax and spend it the way my
Grandparents did. Christmas is about
living simply and getting away from all
the distractions. Christmas gives us the
great opportunity to focus on family,
faith, and the community. A few of the
things that I like to do are spend time
with family, bake various things from
scratch, decorate the tree with whatever
we can find, share memories of the past
year, give back to the community, and
mail cards to family members that can't
make it to our celebration.
My family spends Christmas by
having a meal together. We all dress up
and sit around the dinner table. We say
a prayer and dig in. When everyone is
stuffed with food, we talk about what is
going on in our lives and what we plan
on doing in the new year over a game of

Whist or two. Everyone makes their
way downstairs, usually the kids first, to
open presents. We separate the gifts and
open one at a time to appreciate
everybody's gift. After gifts are over
we begin the games.
Usually we play countless games
such as Bbingo, Pictionary, and White
Elephant. We spend hours playing
games and enjoying our night. By about
bed time, we have classic Christmas
movies playing and everyone finds their
spot to fall asleep for the night.
My family likes to do things the
way we like. We shy away from the
stereotypical things that most people do
like buying store bought food, doing Elf
on a Shelf, and building gingerbread
houses. We focus more on each other
on Christmas, like it used to be and how
it should be.

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the staff of “The Golden Arrow”

News

3

December 2017

Becoming Generation WE
By Autum Bitzan (11)
On November 8
members of the Ashby
Student Council, and the
National Honor Society,
and the sixth grade class
all took a trip down to
the Excel Energy Center
to take part in the WE
Day event.
This
year
the
speakers and performances were led by emcee
JoJo Siwa and the DJ
stylings of Celebrity
Marauders.
Performances
and
event speakers included
Ann Curry, Margaret
Trueau, Grace Vanderwaal, Jessie Reyez, Izzy
Greene, Alyson Stoner,
Adrianne Haslet, Lizzie
Velasquez, Dr. Jacqeline
Sanderlin, Marc and
Craig Kielburger, Spencer West, Khiry Johnson,
Kenyan Boys Choir,
Brittany Lynch, Amelia
Yang,
Marc-Arthur
Shapiro, Sam Shapiro,
Mari
Copeny,
and
Bianca Dawkins.
Throughout all these
speakers,
participants
learned
about
what
Generation WE is and
what more students can
do for our community.
Seventh grade Student Council representative Livy Johnson was
really excited about the
event. “It really motivated me to be more a part

Top Members of the Ashby Student Council and National Honor Society attended WE Day at the Excel Energy Center in St. Paul in
November. Among those attending were left to right, back Ethan Johnsrud, Kyra Aamot, Hope Haarstad, Miles Hoff, Abbi Evavold, Josey
Ness, Jacey Schlosser, Hannah Ras, Michael Van Santen, Cailey Schlosser, Christian Norby, Autum Bitzan, Tristin Anderson; front Livy
Johnson, Zach Fagre, Courtney Koefod, and Aanika Anderson. Bottom left Founders of the WE Day program are brothers Marc and Craig
Kielburger. Bottom right “America’s Got Talent” winner Grace Vanderwaal was among the popular performers of the day.

of my community,” she
said.

Correction
In the November issue of “The Golden Arrow,” the Meet the
Seniors section was done by Hope Haarstad, not Molly Sorenson
as indicated.

Notice of early out
Students will be dismissed
at 1:21 pm on Friday, December 22,
for the Christmas holiday!

For
local
high
schoolers to be able to
attend WE Day, students
must be in Student
Council or NHS and
participate
in
the
volunteer opportunities
we have like the penny

war, trick-or-treating for
the food shelf, Day of
Caring, etc.
“I am extremely
grateful that I got the
opportunity to go to WE
Day,” said senior Hope
Haarstad. “I learned a

lot, had a lot of fun, and
felt empowered when
leaving."
Overall WE Day is a
great way to get out and
learn more ways to help
out your community.

Fruitful fruit sales
By Michael Van Santen (12)
The FFA fruit sales fundraiser was a
huge success once again this year
for Ashby. Students were
handed their sales sheet in
October and were set
loose. It’s always a mad
rush on the first day.
Once every tally was
made and all money was
turned in, the order was
sent in. The students sold
over 700 boxes, and even ended up
receiving some donations.
This year, FFA adviser Dustin
Steenblock was also contacted by the
Grant County Food Shelf. They asked if
they could purchase a large amount fruit

through the school’s order. Of course
Steenblock not only accepted, but also
offered to help them out with some
of the cost. This was brought to
attention at the next
FFA meeting, and a
motion was passed to
donate all of the boxes
to the food shelf and
cover 100% of the cost.
They were thrilled. The
food shelf is planning on
distributing the fruit over Christmas
break to kids who are not properly fed
out of school.
Fruit sales are a huge success for
FFA, but also are a great way to give
back to the community as well.

Personalities/Sports
Ashby juniors & seniors
visit Yeti, Alex Tech
Built with all aluminum
construction, foam board
insulation, and interior,
Yeti builds for all-season
use with their trailers.
The next stop was
Alexandria
Technical
College
to
explore
different
careers
in
different trades from
welding to carpentry.
The students all learned
many different things
about the different fields
in the trades and future
paths beyond just going
to traditional colleges.

By Aiden Bruck (12)
On Thursday, Nov.
2, the Ashby juniors and
seniors
under
the
guidance
of
Dustin
Steenblock visited Yeti/
Voyager and Alexandria
Technical College. The
group went to explore
careers in the trades and
vocational arts.
Their first stop was
Yeti/Voyager. The Yeti
company builds fish
houses that are light and
high quality due to their
durable build on a trailer.

Sophomores attend
Of Mice and Men
The sophomore English class has been
studying John Steinbeck’s classic Of Mice
and Men recently and
were privileged to see it
acted out live on stage at
the Park Square Theatre
November 30.
Twelve
students,
along with their teacher
Paula Wojcik, travelled
down to St. Paul to see
the play. All were
impressed at the accuracy of the performance
in comparison to the

novel. In fact, several
students commented that
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The West Central
Area/Ashby/BrandonEvanville Knights are
taking to the mat ready
to wrestle their way back
to the Minnesota State
Tournament. Under the
coaching staff of Brandon Gruchow, Aaron
Ray, Andy Peterson,
Troy Lohse, and Logan
Nibbe, the Knights have
a solid foundation for
another successful year.
Joining the Knights
from Ashby are returning
grapplers freshman Deklin Goeden, and seventh
graders Dierk Goeden,
and Ethan Johnsrud, who
are joined this year by
senior Ben Funkhouser
and sophomore Vince
Finkelson.
The number one
seeded Knights already
faced number two seeded
Otter Tail Central Bulldogs in a dual at Battle
Lake where the Knights
emerged victorious.
Check
out
next
month’s issue of “The
Golden Arrow” for more
details and highlights.
they questioned whether
the actor who played the
slow-witted
character
“Lennie” was actually
slow in real life because

By Caity Weaver

Alyssa Malecha is the daughter of Jeff and Kollyn.
She is also an only child but has a dog named Tippy.
If she could go anywhere, Alyssa would like to go to
France because she knows people from there.
Alyssa enjoys eating at Fiesta Brava in Fergus
Falls, but her favorite food is BBQs and her favorite
drink is Dr. Pepper. Alyssa really enjoyed the Kalahari
Resort when we stopped there for our choir trip in the
summer. Her favorite sport is soccer, and her favorite
color is blue. Alyssa loves the High School Musical
series, and her favorite book is Troy High. Recently
Alyssa was accepted by Alexandria Technical College
for Early Childhood Education.

Ben Funkhouser is the son of Jason and Callie.
Ben has an older sister named Bailey and has lab
named Emma. His college plan is to go to
Alexandria Technical College.
Ben’s hobbies include hunting and fishing, and if
he could go anywhere, he would go to Alaska
because of the hunting and fishing opportunities. His
favorite color is camo, and his favorite sport is
baseball. Ben dislikes books, but he likes the
movie IT based on the novel by Stephen King. His
favorite food is steak, and his favorite drink is
Mountain Dew. Ben enjoys eating at Buffalo Wild
Wings.

Joining the WCAABE Knights from Ashby are left to right/back
Ben Funkhouse, statistician Elli Johnsrud, Vince Finkelson, Coach
Andy Peterson; front Ethan Johnsrud, Dierk Goeden, and Deklin
Goeden.

his portrayal was so
convincing.
“I was very impressed with the performance,” said Wojcik.

“I think it really helps
the students understand
the story better when
they can see it performed
live.”

A pie for all seasons
By Ashtyn Markus (9)
Whether it's
Christmas or
Thanksgiving,
apple pie is
always a great way
to hit your sweet tooth!
Here is a recipe for that
delicious
treat
that
everyone loves!
Ingredients
2 (9 inch) unbaked pie
crusts
7 Cups peeled, cored,
and sliced apples
1 Cup white sugar
2 tbsp all-purpose
flour
1 tsp ground cinnamon
⅛ tsp ground nutmeg
¼ tsp salt
2 tbsp butter
Directions
Preheat oven to 425
degrees F (200 deg. C)
In a large bowl
combine apples, sugar,

flour, cinnamon, nutmeg,
and salt.
Place mixture in a
pastry-lined 9 inch pie
plate. Dot with butter
and adjust top crust that
has been vented.
Place in oven and
bake at 425 degrees for
10 minutes.
Turn the oven temperature down to 275300 degrees and bake for
40 to 45 minutes or until
the crust is golden and
the apples are tender.
ENJOY!
TIP:
To
avoid
wateriness use a different
cooking apple or add
more flour.
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Arrow basketball teams ready to hit the court
By Emily Johnson (9)
The Ashby basketball season is underway for both boys
and girls. According to girls’ coach Troy Mickelson there is
a total number of 22 girls in grades 9-12 out for the sport
this year.
Mickelson’s outlook for the season is optimistic. “Our
team is working hard and playing together,” he said. “One
of the girls’ team strengths is that we have many players
with considerable varsity experience. We are hard workers
and compete every play.”
With strengths there are always a few weaknesses that
need to be faced. “Their weakness is they are little
vertically challenged,” admits Mickelson, “but they are
quick.”
Assistant coach Kip Nelson said he was excited that we
have more girls on the teams this year. “The numbers are
great,” he said. “I love that we have enough for Varsity, JV,
and C. I hope we have lots of fans to come support their
hard work. They have a lot of potential, and it’s time they
realize it. They have a lot of work to do, but I am looking
forward to the progress throughout the year.” JV girl’s
strengths are they are not afraid to work, and they have a lot
determination.
Boys’ Basketball
For the Ashby boys’ teams, things are looking up as the
number of athletes is increasing. “We have 10 players in
grades 9-12,” said coach John Kent, “and I brought up five
eighth graders to help the JV team.”
Kent’s outlook for the season is to be competitive with
all teams this year. “We have quite a bit of varsity
experience coming back,” said Kent. “The boy’s team
strengths is they have four returning starters Jaden Norby,
Scott Johnson, Christian Norby, and Dakota Ecker.”
One thing they have to be aware of is the fact that they
still are a small team. “[The boys] have to be very careful
not to get into foul trouble, also not getting hurt or sick,
and staying eligible,” said Kent. “They have to play smart.”
“We definitely have a better number going out this
year,” said Assistant coach Peter Nelson. “Unlike last year
with no JV team, we will be having a JV team filled with
eighth and ninth graders.”
Nelson’s is excited to be coaching JV boys this year.
He has a good outlook for the season. “We have a young
athletic group playing JV this year. They are a quick and
strong group,” he said. “We will have to utilize our speed
more than our height in order to win games. We are a young
group this year, and have lots to still learn. But playing
them at a higher level will also strengthen is in the long
run.”

photos courtesy of Scherling Photography

Members of the Varsity Arrow girls’ basketball team include left to right/ back Coach Troy Mickelson,
Jacey Schlosser, Halle Dahlen, Aanika Anderson, Coach Kip Nelson; middle Madeline Thompson, Celi
Nelson, Kalista Aamot, Cailey Schlosser, Mia Barry, Catherine Koefod; front Tae-yah Johnson, Anna
Thormodson, Josey Ness, Courtney Koefod, and McKenna Williams.
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Members of the Varsity Arrow boys’ basketball team include left to right/ back Coach John Kent, Jaden
Norby, Christian Norby, Coach Peter Nelson; middle Dakota Ecker, Hunter Norby, Scott Johnson, Bobby
Anderson, Jake Rein; front Derrek Bartz, Ashton Ecker, Miles Hoff, and Noah Johnson.

Junior High boys making strides on the court
By Tanner Hart (11)
The junior high boys’
basketball teams have
been
having
pretty
successful seasons so far.
Although they haven’t
won every game, they
are improving in their
skills and becoming solid
players on the court.
“The biggest highlight of the season for me
is the growth the players
have made from the
beginning of the season
to now,” said coach
Tyler Butler. “Many
players have stepped up,
and pushed themselves
to be better players. I'm
proud of how hard the
team has worked.”
As
the
season
continues
through
December, Coach Butler
is looking forward to
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Eighth grader Hunter Norby puts solid defense against his
Underwood Rocket opponent in Ashby Thursday, November 16.

seeing how the team
continues to grow and
develop. “The team is
living
up
to
my
expectations,” he said. “I
expect each player to
work hard at practice and
during the games. The
players show up to every
game ready to play. They

also give it their all from
the tip-off until the final
buzzer.”
Despite what the
final record ends up
being, Butler is proud of
his young men. “They
have represented Ashby
well with their sportsmanship on the court.”

Photo by Emily Johnson
Arrow eighth grader Matson Hoff put it up for two against the
Rockets’ defense November 16, when Ashby hosted the
Underwood teams.
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Showing some muscle
By Paton Smith (9)
New muscle car
The 2018 Dodge Demon
Challenger puts out 841
horse power. It is the only
stock muscle car that can
pop a wheelie. Its ¼ mile
time is a whopping 9.65
seconds at 140 mph, and it
can go from 0-60 in 2.3 seconds. I don't
know about you, but that is quick.
Dodge has decided to only produce
3,003 of this model so it may be
considered collector. Someone tried to
steal a truck that had three of these cars
in it but forgot to push the air release
knob. My guess is that they will make
the just about the same thing in a
couple years.
Classic muscle car
The Chevy Nova became the
most popular in 1968 even though
it was produced in 1962. You could
buy two different types of Nova
engine styles: one with 295 horsepower or one with 350 horsepower.
Now that's not a lot now days, but
that was a huge engine back then.
In the ¼ mile, its time was 22.3

seconds,
which is
not fast
at
all
in comparison
to the
cars of
today.
Its 0-60 was 19.4 seconds, and its top
speed was 88 mph in the stock form.
Most people will take these old cars
and sup them up by in putting hemis
and fuel injected carburetors. They are
mainly used just to race and not for
street use.

Minnesota hunting in review
By Benton Stadsvold (11)
This fall, like every other, Minnesotans participated in hunting seasons where families get their
meat for the winter while also having a little fun.
The early goose season is first, followed by
mourning dove, archery deer, regular goose, duck,
firearms deer, and muzzleloader deer.
This year the percentages of local hunters that
shot deer, pheasants, ducks, and geese showed
successful seasons: 56% of deer hunters shot a deer;
55% pheasant hunters shot pheasants; 100% of duck
hunters shot ducks; and 88% of goose hunters shot
geese.
While there is still time for hunting deer, geese,
and pheasants, duck season is over. Goose season
has been one of the best in years, in my opinion,
because of our warm spring and decline of mink
which are the main predator of goose eggs. Deer is
up a little bit this year because of an unusually warm
winter last year. Pheasants are down because of
freezing rain last winter.

Ashby School Breakfast & Lunch Menu
Date
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/14
12/15
12/18
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/22

Breakfast
Cereal
Omelet
Rolls
Yogurt
Uncrustable
Cereal
Pizza
Cereal
Cinnamon rolls
Rolls

Lunch
Hamburger
Shrimp poppers
Chicken nuggets
Tacos
Pizza
French toast sticks
Super nachos
BBQs
Chicken Alfredo
Cook’s choice

Fun Corner
By Derrek Bartz

Soup
Broccoli cheese
Chicken wild rice
Vegetable beef
Wisconsin cheese
Tomato
Chicken dumpling
Chicken enchilada
Tomato
Chicken wild rice
Cook’s choice

Read “The Golden
Arrow” now
and find out
the new reviews

