
 

  

up teams and still 

achieving two of the top 

three places at all of our 

meets,ò said Coach Heidi 

Kent. ñIt shows me that 

AHS teachers and stu-

dents are awesome!ò  
Knowledge Bowl/2  
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Ashby High School junior Bradley 
Anderson has enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and has begun preliminary 
training. He will attend Basic 
Training next summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Brandon Anderson (11) 

 Ashby Public School held a Veteransô Day 

program November 10 in the auditorium to honor the 

local men and women who are serving and have 

served in the United States military. At the Veteransô 

Day Program there were performances by the Senior 

High Choir, 3rd grade, 4th grade, and Kindergarten 

classes, as well as recitations of poems, ñThe Pledge 

of Allegiance,ò and the history of Taps. The Ashby 

Legion Color Guard presented the flags at the 

program, and member of both the Ashby Legion and 

Ashby Womenôs Auxiliary were present.  

 The Veteransô Day Program is for acknowledging 

the men and women that are serving or have served in 

all branches of the military whether in peace time or in 

the call of active duty. Veteransô Day started in 1918 

when Germany surrendered in WWI. Veteransô Day is 

also called Remembrance Day in the commonwealth 

countries like Canada and the United Kingdom. 

Preparing for the Army  

Jr. High Knowledge Bowl wraps up  season  

College English students see 

Hamlet  at Park Square Theatre  

By Hope  

Haarstad (12) 

    On November  

15 the Naomi  

Andersonôs  

College English  

class went to St.  

Paul to see the  

performance of  

Hamlet at Park  

Square Theatre.  

The play was  

twohours long  

with a 20 minute  

intermission half  

way through.  

They will be  

studying  

Hamlet next  

semester in College English, so getting to see the play 

beforehand was very exciting!  

  ñThe actors were very good, and the storyline was 

entertaining,ò said Ashby senior Abbi Evavold. 

 Classmate Michael Van Santen agreed. ñThe play 

gave me good insight at whatôs going to come next 

semester,ò he said. ñAnd the way they portrayed it 

opened my eyes on how much more the play means.ò  

 Standards for English education in Minnesota 

require students to view multiple interpretations of 

plays and literature. When teachers have the 

opportunity to take students to live productions such as 

this, they are able to expand their curriculum in more 

engaging ways that are exciting to the students. 

 ñAfter watching the play, I am looking forward to 

studying Hamlet and Shakespeare next semester,ò said 

senior Christian Koefod.  

 

By Tarryn Hill  (9) 

 Ashby took first and 

third in the last junior 

high Knowledge Bowl 

meet held in Fergus Falls 

November 13. The 

Ashby junior high teams 

had a very successful 

Knowledge Bowl season, 

taking first and third at 

every meet this year.  

 ñThe highlight of the 

junior high Knowledge 

Bowl season was mixing 
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By Brad Anderson (11) 

 In late October of this 

year, I enlisted into the 

United States Army.  I 

joined the Minnesota 

National Guard because I 

wanted to give myself a 

big step into my adult 

life.  Another thing the 

US Army gives is the GI 

Bill which pays for 

college.  

 I really wanted to do 

something with my life 

other than sit at home and 

play Xbox for the rest of 

my life.  I have always 

looked up to service 

members, and I always 

kind of knew I would join 

the military.      

 On November 18-19th 

I went to my first US 

Army Recruitment Sus-

tainment Program Drill. 

The US Army uses RSP 

to keep its soldiers 

motivated on their careers 

in the Army.  They also 

use it to get their recruits 

in shape for basic 

training.   

 On my first day, I 

signed in and was told to 

get into formation.  Some 

of the other recruits 

helped me with it and told 

me what to do.  After 

that we hoisted the 

American Flag, and they 

taught us how to 

properly salute the flag.  

 Next I had to take an 

Occupational Physical 

Assessment Test which 

tests you on your physic-

cal abilities. You have to 

score really well to get 

the job of your choice.  I 

picked 13B (13 Bravo) 

which are Cannon Crew-

members, that shoot big 

field artillery guns.  

 Following the test I 

had eight different class-

es that talked about the 

Army, which I did very 

well in.  We ended the 

day playing laser tag 

with M16 replicas, and 

then we went to bed.   

 The next day I took 

my PT test at around 

0500. I had to do as 

many push-ups and as 

many sit ups as I could 

do in a minute. Then I 

had to run a mile in 

under ten minutes.  

 After I passed that, I 

was issued my uniform 

and gear. We then 

cleaned the Armory, and 

I left for home. 

 I had a lot of fun and 

I learned a lot of stuff 

that will be beneficial for 

my future. I did get 

yelled at a lot, but I'm 

happy that the US Army 

has the RSP program so 

when I go to Basic 

Training at Fort Jackson 

this summer I wonôt be 

running around like a 

chicken with my head 

cut off. Now I wonôt be 

so confused on what's 

going on.   

 My next drill is in 

January, and Iôm very 

excited. 
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Members of the Ashby Junior High Knowledge Bowl team include left to right, back Maddison Burak, 
Ben Ludwig, Sam Sorenson, Sam Heeter, Jacob Cook, Evan Paulson, coach Heidi Kent; middle Kaylee 
Schlundt, Max Gronwold, Raelynn Ripley, Carter Spangler, Matson Hoff, Robert Nelson, Ryleigh 
Brendmoen, Katherine Bailey; front Jayson Thormodson, Brodie Ecker, Ethan Johnsrud, Livy Johnson, 
Liberty Johnson, Dierk Goeden, and Zach Fagre. 



 

  

Brr! The weather sure  
is getting chilli! 

Make sure to keep warm & stay dry 
during this cold weather! 
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photos submitted 
Above Ashby eighth graders competed in a drawing contest at the Terry Redlin Art Center. Below left 
Ashby Art teacher Camille Schultz looks on as the students create their hand drawn masterpieces. 
Below right Earning top honors in the  
drawing contest were Katherine  
Bailey, Zach Fagre, and Max  
Gronwold. 

 

By Molly Sorenson (9) 

 Twenty-six eighth 

graders and nine adults 

from Ashby went to 

Watertown, S.D., on 

November 7 to tour the 

Redlin Art Center and to 

compete in a drawing 

contest.  

 The contest is held 

among the students who 

are given one hour to 

complete their drawings. 

The finished pictures are 

judged by three random 

judges. This yearôs 

winners were Kathrine 

Bailey in First Place, 

Zach Fagre in second, 

and third place went to 

Max Gronwold.  

 ñThis was the twelfth 

year going to Terry 

Redlin museum,ò 

explained Ashby art 

teacher Camille Schultz, 

ñbut the 15
th
 trip overall 

as the eighth grade class 

used to be divided into 

two sections.ò 

 The Redlin Art 

Center opened its doors 

in 1997 stemming from 

an idea of the artist as an 

effort to give back to his 

home state. ñThe idea of 

the museum is to bring in 

outside tourism money 

for the state, to pay back 

what South Dakota gave 

me for tuition,ò states 

Terry Redlin on his 

website. ñThey grub-

staked me, so Iôm just 

paying them back now.ò 

 The website (redlin-

art.com) goes on to state 

that ñIn addition to 

giving back to his 

hometown, knowing that 

his artwork and rural 

conservation efforts 

could continue to inspire 

generations to come 

provided [Redlin] with a 

deep satisfaction.ò  

 Many of the students 

stated they really 

enjoyed being on the 

Knowledge Bowl teams 

and are going to miss it 

now that the season is 

over. ñMy favorite part 

about being in Know-

ledge Bowl was easily 

the competitiveness, and 

of course winning was 

fun as well,ò said eighth 

grader Kaylee Schlundt.  

 Congratulations to 

the junior high Know-

ledge Bowl teams on a 

great season! 

Senior High  
 The Senior High 

Knowledge Bowl season 

is right around the 

corner. Any 9-12 grade 

Ashby High School 

students that wanted to 

be in Knowledge Bowl 

tried out by taking a 60 

Knowledge Bowl  from pg 1  

By Michael Van Santen (12) 

 Christmas is an annual festival 

commemorating the birth of Jesus 

Christ, observed most commonly on 

December 25th as a religious and 

cultural celebration among billions of 

people around the world. Christmas is 

thought of months ahead of time 

whether it be maxing out your credit 

card on Black Friday or listening to 

Christmas tunes while cleaning the 

house in preparation for the big day.  

 To me Christmas means more. I like 

to relax and spend it the way my 

Grandparents did. Christmas is about 

living simply and getting away from all 

the distractions. Christmas gives us the 

great opportunity to focus on family, 

faith, and the community.  A few of the 

things that I like to do are spend time 

with family, bake various things from 

scratch, decorate the tree with whatever 

we can find, share memories of the past 

year, give back to the community, and 

mail cards to family members that can't 

make it to our celebration.   

 My family spends Christmas by 

having a meal together. We all dress up 

and sit around the dinner table. We say 

a prayer and dig in. When everyone is 

stuffed with food, we talk about what is 

going on in our lives and what we plan 

on doing in the new year over a game of 

Whist or two. Everyone makes their 

way downstairs, usually the kids first, to 

open presents. We separate the gifts and 

open one at a time to appreciate 

everybody's gift.  After gifts are over 

we begin the games.  

 Usually we play countless games 

such as Bbingo, Pictionary, and White 

Elephant. We spend hours playing 

games and enjoying our night. By about 

bed time, we have classic Christmas 

movies playing and everyone finds their 

spot to fall asleep for the night.  

 My family likes to do things the 

way we like. We shy away from the 

stereotypical things that most people do 

like buying store bought food, doing Elf 

on a Shelf, and building gingerbread 

houses. We focus more on each other 

on Christmas, like it used to be and how 

it should be. 

 

Chr istmas Traditions  

Eighth graders visit Terry Redlin museum 

question test. There were 

more than 20 students 

that tried out with 17 

making the team.  

 Coach Kent offers 

some advice for the 

Senior High Knowledge 

Bowl teams. ñPay atten-

tion in class,ò she said, 

ñand when you are bored 

at home, decide to learn 

some spunky facts like 

the Greek Alphabet, 

capitals of the world, the 

top 100 scientific 

discoveries, etc.ò 

 Practices are being 

held before and after 

school on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays, and the first 

meet will be held at 

Concordia College on 

December 19. 

 Good luck to all 

Senior High Knowledge 

Bowl teams! 

 

 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from the staff of òThe Golden Arrowó 
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Becoming Generation WE  
By Autum Bitzan (11) 

 On November 8 

members of the Ashby 

Student Council, and the 

National Honor Society, 

and the sixth grade class 

all took a trip down to 

the Excel Energy Center 

to take part in the WE 

Day event.  

 This year the 

speakers and perform-

ances were led by emcee 

JoJo Siwa and the DJ 

stylings of Celebrity 

Marauders.  

 Performances and 

event speakers included 

Ann Curry, Margaret 

Trueau, Grace Vander-

waal, Jessie Reyez, Izzy 

Greene, Alyson Stoner, 

Adrianne Haslet, Lizzie 

Velasquez, Dr. Jacqeline 

Sanderlin, Marc and 

Craig Kielburger, Spen-

cer West, Khiry Johnson, 

Kenyan Boys Choir, 

Brittany Lynch, Amelia 

Yang, Marc-Arthur 

Shapiro, Sam Shapiro, 

Mari Copeny, and 

Bianca Dawkins.  

 Throughout all these 

speakers, participants 

learned about what 

Generation WE is and 

what more students can 

do for our community.  

 Seventh grade Stu-

dent Council represent-

ative Livy Johnson was 

really excited about the 

event. ñIt really motiva-

ted me to be more a part 
of my community,ò she 

said. 

Correction   
In the November ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ά¢ƘŜ DƻƭŘŜƴ !ǊǊƻǿΣέ ǘƘŜ Meet the 
Seniors section was done by  Hope Haarstad, not Molly Sorenson 
as indicated. 

 For local high 

schoolers to be able to 

attend WE Day, students 

must be in Student 

Council or NHS and 

participate in the 

volunteer opportunities 

we have like the penny 

By Michael Van Santen (12) 

 The FFA fruit sales fundraiser was a 

huge success once again this year 

for Ashby. Students were 

handed their sales sheet in  

October and were set  

loose. Itôs always a mad  

rush on the first day.  

 Once every tally was  

made and all money was  

turned in, the order was  

sent in. The students sold  

over 700 boxes, and even ended up 

receiving some donations.  

 This year, FFA adviser Dustin 

Steenblock was also contacted by the 

Grant County Food Shelf. They asked if 

they could purchase a large amount fruit 

through the schoolôs order. Of course 

Steenblock not only accepted, but also 

     offered to help them out with some 

              of the cost. This was brought to  

                            attention at the next 

                            FFA meeting, and a 

                            motion was passed to 

                            donate all of the boxes 

                            to the food shelf and  

                         cover 100% of the cost. 

                      They were thrilled. The  

                  food shelf is planning on 

distributing the fruit over Christmas 

break to kids who are not properly fed 

out of school.  

 Fruit sales are a huge success for 

FFA, but also are a great way to give 

back to the community as well.  

 

Fruitful fruit sales  Notice of early out  
Students will be dismissed  

at 1:21 pm on Friday, December 22,  

for the Christmas  holiday! 

war, trick-or-treating for 

the food shelf, Day of 

Caring, etc.  

 ñI am extremely 

grateful that I got the 

opportunity to go to WE 

Day,ò said senior Hope 

Haarstad. ñI learned a 

lot, had a lot of fun, and 

felt empowered when 

leaving."  

 Overall WE Day is a 

great way to get out and 

learn more ways to help 

out your community.  

 

Top Members of the Ashby Student Council and National Honor Society attended WE Day at the Excel Energy Center in St. Paul in 
November. Among those attending were left to right, back Ethan Johnsrud, Kyra Aamot, Hope Haarstad, Miles Hoff, Abbi Evavold, Josey 
Ness, Jacey Schlosser, Hannah Ras, Michael Van Santen, Cailey Schlosser, Christian Norby, Autum Bitzan, Tristin Anderson; front Livy 
Johnson, Zach Fagre, Courtney Koefod, and Aanika Anderson. Bottom left Founders of the WE Day program are brothers Marc and Craig 
Kielburger. Bottom right ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ Dƻǘ ¢ŀƭŜƴǘέ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ DǊŀŎŜ ±ŀƴŘŜǊǿŀŀƭ ǿŀǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ 


